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Achievement Standard 91431 (3.6) version 2
Analyse a contemporary geographic issue

Credits: 3

“Under Pressure 

Sustainable Management of Popular Places” 

Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:


Before attempting this assessment students should have some understanding of the concept of contemporary geographic issues and how these can be analysed. This should be done through the use of prior formative assessment and appropriate feedback on similar tasks.

Students should also have an understanding of related geographic ideas. 

The task can be introduced as a part of a wider study of the impact of people on the environment and may follow similar case studies. 

Conditions:

Teachers should set appropriate time limits for the activities and assessment tasks. The quality of the evidence the students present is the most important consideration. Deadlines should not be set which restrict students from completing the work thoroughly. However, some activities will need to be done at a set time (the presentation to the class/meeting).

Task 1 must be completed by students working individually. Evidence of the diagram will need to be kept by the teacher as it may not necessarily be presented on paper.

Task 2 includes a number of activities to prepare students for the assessment task.  These will need to be co-ordinated by the teacher. Students should choose or be allocated a particular person/group to represent at the meeting. The teacher should ensure that a variety of viewpoints are represented, including those that are in favour of maintaining high numbers of visitors and those who would like visitor numbers to be limited. The meeting should be organised by the teacher and he/she should ensure that all students have access to the same information presented. Students should be encouraged to record material presented. The report for task 2 should be completed individually.

Task 3 must be done individually. The teacher should make it possible for students to give their presentations in various ways. The teacher should keep evidence of all student presentations. This could include speech notes, videos, computer files.

Resource requirements:
· Resource extracts included with the assessment tasks.

· Atlas and other maps of the area.

· Pamphlets advertising attractions, activities, services and accommodation in the area.

· Web sites (use a search engine to look for “Queenstown Airport”)

Additional information:
This assessment activity focuses on a particular issue – how best to manage the impact of large numbers of visitors to the coastal part of the Queenstown Airport. However, it should be possible for teachers to use the framework used in this assessment with a number of other similar issues, particularly those related to the intensive use of certain environments.

Teaching notes:

The assessment tasks need to be integrated into the learning programme. The following general information provides a background for the issue that is the focus for this assessment.

A number of environments used as a transport hub in New Zealand and in other parts of the world are under pressure from people. Such pressure is often most notable when:

· The number of people visiting an area is high

· Differing groups wish to make use of the same area 

· The environment is particularly sensitive to the impacts resulting from the activities of people

Particular areas of natural beauty have often suffered from the impact of large numbers of visitors. Careful management of places is necessary to ensure that negative impacts from such pressure can be minimised and that people can enjoy them in the future.

Pressure resulting from large numbers of visitors to an area may cause problems for:

· The environment

· People who live in the area

· Other visitors

The Resource Management Act (1991) in New Zealand stresses the need for “sustainable management” and to “avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on the environment”.

The challenges for Geographers are to understand the nature of such issues, be aware of different viewpoints and to be able to consider varying courses of action.

Introductory student activities:
To assist students to complete the assessment tasks they should first gain an understanding of the geographic setting of the Queenstown Airport. The following suggestions may be of assistance for students:

· Use an atlas to find the location and extent of the park

· Use more detailed maps to find what natural and cultural features are found along the coast of the park

· Gather brochures from a travel agent or visitors’ bureau about attractions, services, activities and accommodation in the park

· Access information on the Department of Conservation web site:  www.doc.govt.nz
· Queenstown Airport Website
· You can also discuss why this area is so popular

The suggestions listed have been included to help students gain an understanding of the context for the issue. There is no formal requirement for them to record such information and it will not form part of the assessment. However they may wish to collate material gathered and they can refer to this when they complete the assessment tasks.
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Student Instructions Sheet

Case Study of the Queenstown Airport
Airports are important transport hubs with multiple purposes. The Queenstown Airport in New Zealand is one such place. It is located in one of the most busy places in the world as a global Tourist destination.
The airport was just open for day flights and is a place that has a very unique approach under the heights of the Remarkables mountain range. They are now trying to expand the airports capacity and ability to process more and more tourists. In 2014 they received 1 million visitors in one calendar year.
Introduction to Assessment Tasks

You are required to complete the following tasks in order to demonstrate your ability to analyse a geographic issue. Follow the instructions for each task carefully and ask your teacher for clarification if necessary (your teacher will be able to explain general procedures to be followed, but you will have to decide for yourself what material to present).

Public meetings are often held when an issue arises. These meetings may inform people about the nature of an issue, give an opportunity for various interest groups to present their viewpoints and allow discussion of various courses of action. The following tasks relate to such a meeting.
The scenario for the following tasks is that a meeting of interest groups has been called by DoC (Department of Conservation) and Environment Canterbury to discuss the issue of how best to manage the pressure from visitors using and travelling to Queenstown Airport. Night Flights has been the main focus for the airport company.
You should read through the Student Resources supplied and you may use other material collected to assist you to complete the assessment tasks.

Assessment Tasks

Task 1 The geographic nature of the issue

This task must be completed by students individually.

You are a geographer who has been invited to address the meeting called to discuss pressure from visitors on Queenstown and Queenstown Airport and how best this can be managed. You have been asked to prepare a diagram and brief notes in detail to inform the people attending the meeting about the geographic nature of the issue. 

Your diagram and notes will form part of your assessment, however you will not be required to present these at the meeting.

(a) Diagram

Draw a diagram to illustrate the geographic nature of this issue.

Your diagram should clearly show how groups of people interact with each other and the natural environment in the context of this issue. It should include a range of features (for example groups of people and aspects of the environment). These features should be labelled and interactions should be shown. 

It could be completed on a sheet of paper (A4 size minimum) or an acetate sheet (for display on an overhead projector) or a computer display or a large sheet of display paper or any other appropriate format.

Your diagram could use any of the following (other formats are possible too):

· Boxes and arrows

· A concept map

· Flow chart

· Mind map

(b) Explanatory notes

You are also required to complete brief notes (A4 maximum is suggested) that you could use to explain your diagram to people at the meeting.

These notes should explain the component parts and features that make up your diagram. 

You must also explain where the issue is located.

Task 2 Viewpoints related to the issue

Students in your class will be asked by your teacher to put themselves in the role of members of particular interest groups attending the meeting. The following activities will assist you to understand viewpoints related to the issue of pressure of visitors on this environment.

Activities

The following two activities will not form part of the assessment, but will assist you with the tasks that follow.

1. Take the role of one particular person or group with a particular viewpoint on this issue. Clarify:

· what viewpoint they are likely to have (about what should be done to manage the area)

· why they would hold such a view

· what they think should happen

Prepare a brief presentation that will be made to the meeting (your class) to outline which person or group you represent and the three points listed above.

2. Each student or group should give their presentation to the class. All students should note the key points made in each presentation. You may ask questions to clarify presentations.

Assessment task

Use the material presented to your class at the meeting and other resource material to write a report for DoC to consider. You should write your report as the geographer attending the meeting and give an overview of both what has been discussed and also information included in the resource material. In your report you should:

· identify the people/groups who support restricting the number of visitors to the area (you should name at least two) and explain their viewpoint (outline what they each think and why)

· identify the people/groups who oppose restricting the number of visitors to the area (you should name at least two) and explain their viewpoint (outline what they each think and why)
Task 3   Courses of action
This task must be completed by students individually.

As a geographer attending the meeting you have been asked by DoC to evaluate all of the material presented and prepare a report to make recommendations about how the area can best be managed sustainably in the future.

In your report you should:

· state three different possible courses of action (or compromises) for DoC to consider
· note the course of action or compromise that you consider to be the best and give a justification of why the course of action that you recommend is better than each of the others

Your report could be presented in a variety of ways, such as:

· Written or word processed on paper

· Verbal presentation

· Annotated diagram/map

· Computer presentation

· Video

· Model

Student Resources

http://www.queenstownairport.co.nz/
Resource A

Good evening Queenstown!

23 May 2016
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23 May 2016
Queenstown Airport achieved a major milestone for New Zealand aviation and tourism tonight as it welcomed its first commercial after-dark flight.

Air New Zealand flight NZ613 from Auckland touched down at 19:24 and passengers were officially welcomed into the terminal building with a rousing kapa haka performance and a taste of Queenstown with treats provided by local businesses Patagonia Chocolates, Cup and Cake, and The Remarkables Sweet Shop.

Outbound passengers on NZ616 were also entertained in the departure lounge before departing at 20:45.

Queenstown Airport Corporation (QAC) Acting Chief Executive Mark Edghill was there to witness the historic moment and said that it was ‘incredibly satisfying’ to see after-dark flights come to fruition.

“This is an exciting development for both the Queenstown region and for us as an airport,” he said.   “It’s a proud moment for all of the organisations involved who have worked together over the past four years with a shared vision and commitment to safety to make after-dark flights a reality.”

Air New Zealand Chief Flight Operations and Safety Officer Captain David Morgan, who was on-board the inaugural flight, said, “We are immensely proud to have operated the first after-dark service to Queenstown.  This evening’s flight is the culmination of four years of hard work and collaboration with a number of industry stakeholders.  We now look forward to bedding in the new services ahead of the upcoming winter season.”

Airways New Zealand Chief Controller Clayton Lightfoot, who gave the pilot clearance to land at 19:20, said, “‘Cleared to land’ is an instruction I’ve issued thousands of times but after years of hard work to get us here, implementing new procedures and bringing in the latest technology, there was definitely something special about giving clearance for this landing and welcoming them in to Queenstown tonight.” 

The introduction of evening flights during the winter months will maximise the airport’s current consented operating hours of 6am to 10pm and provide more traveller flexibility and connectivity across airline networks.  It will also reduce peak-time pressure on the airport’s facilities and services which have been experiencing sustained growth in passenger and traffic volumes.

After-dark flights for Queenstown were first mooted in 2002 and revisited several times over the following years after Required Navigational Performance (RNP) technology was introduced.

In 2012 QAC formed a working group of technical and operational experts with experience of RNP (Required Navigation Performance) and Queenstown-specific flight operations to prepare a Foundation Safety Case.  The working group included representatives from QAC, Airways NZ, Air New Zealand, Jetstar, and Qantas and was facilitated by risk management experts Navigatus Consulting. 

The resulting Safety Case, approved by both New Zealand’s Civil Aviation Authority and Australia’s Civil Aviation Safety Authority in 2014, required 67 infrastructure and operational enhancements, including:

· Queenstown Airport widening its runway from 30m to 45m

· Airways New Zealand installing a comprehensive aeronautical lighting package (including runway, taxiway and apron lights)

· Airlines implementing a bespoke crew selection and training package

· Employing the full capability of the existing RNP technology

· Development of current on-board flight procedures to de-peak pilot workload at decision altitude.

QAC and Airways New Zealand completed the airport’s $19.65 million runway and lighting upgrade in April and the required regulatory inspections, approvals and test flights were completed by 15 May.

For more information about evening flights visitwww.queenstownairport.co.nz/eveningflights.  To learn more about RNP technology and how it has improved flying in and out of Queenstown visithttp://queenstownairport.co.nz/community/news-and-events/news/what-is-rnp.

Resource B  

http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/79489727/First-night-flight-lands-at-Queenstown-airport
First night flight lands at Queenstown airport [image: image3.png]



Queenstown Airport's new lights

Supplied
Queenstown Airport's new light system has been tested over the last few days in preparation to winter night flights.

The first Queenstown night flights, which will offer passengers more choice, while boosting the Central Otago economy, are set to touch down later this month.

The introduction of evening flights are set maximise the airport's current operating hours and reduce peak-time pressure from substantial growth in passenger and traffic volumes.

An Air New Zealand test flight arrived on Saturday night in preparation for a scheduled service that will start on May 23.
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Supplied
Runway, taxiway, approach and apron lights were all switched on for the first time in April as a part of the lighting testing for winter night flights in Queenstown Airport.

The service will operate between Queenstown and Auckland from 7am to 9.30pm, daily.

Jetstar also plans a daily winter evening service - between Melbourne and Queenstown - from Friday June 24 until August 31, subject to regulatory approval.

READ MORE:
* Jetstar begins Queenstown night flights this winter
* Queenstown Airport winter night flight plans concern residents
* Queenstown night flights rolling out in July
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supplied
Air New Zealand successfully operated the first evening flight into Queenstown on Saturday in preparation for scheduled commercial services commencing next month.

Air New Zealand and Jetstar were part of a working group that helped prepare a Foundation Safety Case on Queenstown after-dark flights.

In November Queenstown Airport started an $18 million investment in a series of major airfield infrastructure improvements designed to pave the way for evening flights in winter 2016 and improve overall safety and efficiency of operations.

The airport's main runway was widened from 30 to 45 metres and new runway, taxiway, apron and approach lights were installed.

Ad Feedback
Saturday's flight was the first of several Air New Zealand planned tests during the coming weeks.

Its service will operate a partial evening schedule between Auckland and Queenstown with the last flight arriving in Queenstown at 6.15pm before departing for Auckland at 6.50pm.

The airline's full evening schedule will take effect from July 3 when the last departure from Queenstown will be 7.30pm and the last arrival at 9.35pm.

Air New Zealand chief flight operations and safety officer Captain David Morgan said the implementation of evening flights had involved significant collaboration across multiple stakeholders.

The airline had invested in the latest technology to enable it to operate evening flights in Queenstown under CAA requirements, he said.

The additional flights were sure to bring significant benefits to the Central Otago economy, he said.

Resource C
http://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/destinations/79944446/queenstown-airport-wont-be-asking-for-night-flights-after-10pm--acting-chief-executive
Queenstown Airport won't be asking for night flights after 10pm - acting chief executive
· 1
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Debbie Jamieson/Fairfax NZ
Listening to Air New Zealand chief flight operations and safety officer Captain David Morgan at a public meeting on evening flights at Queenstown Airport are (from left) chief operating officer Airways New Zealand Pauline Lamb, Civil Aviation Authority general manager air transport and airworthiness Mark Hughes and Queenstown Airport Acting chief executive Mark Edghill.

Frankton residents were assured the Queenstown Airport Corporation would not seek night flights outside of the current consented hours at a public meeting but not all were convinced.

At the meeting Frankton resident and well-known multisporter Steve Gurney asked airport chief executive Mark Edghill about the possibility of extending the operating hours beyond the consented 6am to 10pm window.

Edghill replied that the current hours should be sufficient "for quite some time".

There were other efficiencies the airport corporation was looking at including building a taxiway, he said.

"It's [extending the hours] not on the plans."

Later Gurney said he remained suspicious.

"I will watch this space but I suspect in the future they will want it. I'm 100 per cent sure they will be met with massive opposition."

Gurney was one of about 70 people who attended the meeting and heard from Edghill, Air New Zealand chief flight operations and safety officer Captain David Morgan, chief operating officer Airways New Zealand Pauline Lamb, Civil Aviation Authority general manager air transport and airworthiness Mark Hughes.

Edghill talked about the reasons for the winter night flights while Hughes spoke about the flights from a regulatory perspective and the various safety cases that needed to be proved and ongoing monitoring.

"I feel confident, as does my team, that night flights can proceed safely in Queenstown," he said.

Ad Feedback
A member of the public was applauded when asked whether the airport would be providing more car parking. Edghill said there would be another 50 to 100 available in the next year.

Gurney said the overall mood was of people satisfied with what they heard.

"People were going in there a wee bit bristly and angry but... were satisfied with the answers given.

"It shows the worth of those meetings."

Had been disappointed after moving to Queenstown to find the kind of community interaction he had anticipated was not happening

"Why don't we have a traffic meeting? I know it would be a very fiery meeting. We need to have meetings about traffic lights and parking?"

Resource D

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11538718
Queenstown readies for night flights - but pilots unhappy

By David WIlliams

9:30 AM Monday Nov 2, 2015
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Queenstown Airport. Photo / NZME
Airline pilots' discomfort at Queenstown's night flights will be thrust into the spotlight today as the town's airport company announces details of multimillion dollar infrastructure work.

Flights to Queenstown in the hours of darkness are expected to start next winter, after the New Zealand and Australian civil aviation authorities approved, in principle, the safety case in May last year.

The Queenstown Airport Corporation has called a press conference this morning at which it is expected to reveal details of preparatory work for the flights - including runway widening and lighting.

The airport's extended hours have been hailed as a game changer for the airport, which is 75.1 per cent owned by the Queenstown Lakes District Council.

However, some pilots already refuse to fly to the resort because of concerns about its runway and mountainous approaches.

READ MORE:
• Queenstown Airport passenger numbers take off
•Qantas increasing trans-Tasman flights
Today, the prospect of night flights will produce a public relations clash, as a pilots' union has refused to join a supportive statement from an airline.

New Zealand Air Line Pilots' Association technical officer David Reynolds said it was approached by an airline, which he did not name, to be part of a joint statement to say it had been working on the safety case for night flights and welcomed the prospect of extended operations.

''We declined,'' he said. ''We will put out our own statement.

Continued below.
Related Content


Trio refused entry in Queenstown


 HYPERLINK "http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11538956" 
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Airport in $100m bond issue


 HYPERLINK "http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11539218" 
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Air NZ passengers stuck on tarmac due to missing pilot


''We don't believe that we've been consulted and we're certainly not happy with the safeguards which are in place.''

Reynolds said the procedures for landing and departing through the mountainous terrain at the airport do not conform to international safety standards.

Also, the safety areas at each end of the main runway were not 240 metres long, he said, and the airport did not intend to build an internationally approved ''arresting'' system.

There are currently pilots who will not fly into Queenstown at this stage because they're unhappy with the procedures and we already know that there are pilots who do not wish to fly into Queenstown at night.

New Zealand Air Line Pilots' Association technical officer David Reynolds.
The runway was ''non standard'', he said. It did not conform to international airworthiness standards because it was too narrow.

''There are currently pilots who will not fly into Queenstown at this stage because they're unhappy with the procedures and we already know that there are pilots who do not wish to fly into Queenstown at night.''

Asked about the pilots' discomfort, Queenstown Airport Corporation general manager of operations Mike Clay said: ''You'll have to approach the individual airlines and ask them why that is.

''We operate a compliant runway, we get regular inspections and audits from Civil Aviation Authority.'' He said the airport's 90m safety areas complied with Civil Aviation Authority and international requirements, which demand 90m minimum but 240m where practicable.

''Given the geography of our runway - with the Shotover River at one end and residential housing at the other - it's not practicable to put 240m in there.

''It's not an uncommon situation in New Zealand or globally.''

Airlines in New Zealand and Australia are working on their safety case for night flights to Queenstown, which then have to be submitted to the relevant regulator.

In May, the association sent a formal letter to Queenstown's airport company demanding patch up work on the main runway, which was rutting and breaking up.

The problems were caused by the narrow runway, frequent flights and heavier planes.
Clay said the airport company was part way through asphalting about 2800sqm of the runway - work costing hundreds of thousands of dollars - when the letter was received.

It was a bumper winter at Queenstown airport. There were more than half a million passenger movements - 514,397 to be exact - up 11.3 per cent on the 2014 winter.

- Otago Daily Times
Assessment schedule: Geo/3/6 – A version 1:  Under Pressure Sustainable Management of Popular Places

	task or question
	evidence towards achievement
	evidence towards achievement with merit
	evidence towards achievement with excellence

	Task 1 The Geographic nature of the issue


	The diagram and supporting notes should indicate that the student has analysed the geographic nature of a contemporary issue. The following requirements should be met by the diagram and notes. There should be a clear indication that:

· there are different groups of people involved

· the issue is set within a natural environment

· interaction takes place (for example between different groups and/or between groups and the natural environment)

There should also be an indication of where the issue is located.
	The diagram and supporting notes should have wide ranging interactions that shows the student has analysed the geographic nature of a contemporary issue. The following requirements should be met by the diagram and notes in depth. There should be a clear indication that:

· there are different groups of people involved

· the issue is set within a natural environment

· interaction takes place (for example between different groups and/or between groups and the natural environment)

There must be an indication of where the issue is located.
	

	Task 2  Viewpoints related to the issue


	The following should be included in the report.

One person/group who supports restricting the number of tourists is identified and their viewpoint explained. 

These could include:

Hugh Canard – too much litter, sewage

John Hadfield – overcrowding, complaints from repeat visitors

Conservationists – possible damage to the natural environment

Neil Clifton – commercial use will destroy the attraction

Some residents – may result in loss of quality of life

One person/group who opposes restricting the number of tourists is identified and their viewpoint is explained. These could include:

Some marine-based operators (e.g. kayak renting companies) – want to maintain business

Maori interests – want to build a hotel

Peter Alborn – DoC - a good job

Other possible people/groups may also be acceptable (even though they are not mentioned in the resources). Some could be for or against restricting numbers or suggest a compromise. Such a group could be:

Overseas tourists – may be either for restricting numbers (to allow more peace and quiet) or against (feel they could be shut out).


	The following should be included in the report.

Two people/groups who support restricting the number of tourists and two people/groups who oppose restricting the number of tourists are identified and their viewpoints are explained

Or

three people/groups (at least one with a different viewpoint) are identified and their viewpoints are explained in detail. Detail involves further expansion of a reason, rather than just a statement.


	The following should be included in the report.

Two people/groups who support restricting the number of tourists and two people/groups who oppose restricting the number of tourists are identified and their viewpoints are explained in detail. All explanations must include a valid reason for viewpoints.

An example of one group with different views, or similar views shared by different groups should also be given.  



	Task 3  Courses of action


	State two different courses of action.
These could include:

· Limit the total number of visitors (reduce them or keep them at the present level) - to lessen impact on the park

· Allow the number of visitors to increase to increase social/economic activity – may increase impact on natural environment

· Compromise e.g. restrict visitors in certain areas of the park/at certain times of the year, provide more facilities/services to cope with the visitors – overall impact may stay the same

Make a recommendation on any course of action or compromise.
	State two different courses of action (with some detail for each) or three courses of action and their possible impacts. 

The course of action or compromise recommended is stated and supported with a valid justification.
	State three different courses of action (with detail for each). 

The course of action or compromise recommended is stated and supported with a valid justification.

With it being Fully Justified.
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