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Year 11 Geography

What is Geography and what will you learn this year???
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What is Geography?

Geography is about understanding how people interact with the world they live in. With that in mind, its hard to think of something that isn’t geography – after all just by getting up in the morning you start interacting with the world (even if its just to check if its wet enough to stay home form school).

So geography is a very broad subject that looks at how the world works and how we, as its inhabitants work with it.

What will we learn?

Geography is all about developing skills. There are four types of skills that you will learn this year:

· Thinking Skills

· Valuing Skills

· Practical Skills

· Social Skills

These skills will be developed and strengthened while looking at a range of topics. These topics include extreme natural events, population studies and resource use. You will also carry out guided research projects. 

Getting the most out of Geography

For you to get the most out this geography course there is a simple rule to follow it is called the Five C’s:

· Consistency – in your attitude and work habits

· Challenge – yourself to keep improving

· Current Events – keep an eye out for geographic issues

· Common sense – use your own to observe the world around you

· Come – to every class

Essential Equipment for Geography 

· Clearfile – to keep notes and handouts

· Lecture Book – Note taking and general use

· Blank Paper – for map drawing (no need for a whole refill)

· Ruler with mm – for maps and cross-sections (15cm is OK)

· Coloured pencils – for colouring maps and graphs

· Pens, pencils, rubbers etc.

 Achievement Standards











EXTERNALS

	
	91007
	Version 1
	Geography 1.1
	

	Title
	Demonstrate geographic understanding of environments that have been shaped by extreme natural event(s) 

	Level
	1
	Credits
	4
	Assessment
	External


This achievement standard involves demonstrating geographic understanding of environments that have been shaped by extreme natural event(s).

Achievement Criteria

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	· Demonstrate geographic understanding of environments that have been shaped by extreme natural event(s).
	· Demonstrate in-depth geographic understanding of environments that have been shaped by extreme natural event(s).
	· Demonstrate comprehensive geographic understanding of environments that have been shaped by extreme natural event(s).


Explanatory Notes

1 This achievement standard is derived from the Level 6 Geography achievement objectives of The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning Media, Ministry of Education, 2007, and is related to material in the Teaching and Learning Guide for Geography, Ministry of Education, 2010 at http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz.

2 Demonstrate geographic understanding typically involves:

· describing aspects of how extreme natural event(s) shape environments

· including supporting evidence.

Demonstrate in-depth geographic understanding typically involves:

· explaining aspects of how extreme natural event(s) shape natural and cultural environments

· including detailed supporting evidence.

Demonstrate comprehensive geographic understanding typically involves:

· fully explaining aspects of how extreme natural event(s) shape natural and cultural environments using geographic terminology and concepts, and showing insight

· integrating detailed supporting evidence.

3 Geographic understanding refers to an understanding of how natural environments and people interact and the consequences of that interaction.

Extreme natural event(s) refers to one type of naturally occurring hazard that has a major impact on people’s lives, such as: earthquakes, floods, tsunami, landslides, tropical cyclones.

Supporting evidence refers to specific, relevant information from different environments.

Environments refer to either different places that are affected by one type of extreme natural event or different places that are affected by a single extreme natural event.

Integrating refers to relevant examples being woven throughout the evidence to support explanations.

4 Aspects are selected from:

· natural and cultural characteristics (features) of the environments that make them vulnerable to the extreme natural event(s)

· natural processes that operate to produce the extreme natural event(s)

· effects of the extreme natural event(s) on the natural environments

· effects of the extreme natural event(s) on the cultural environments

· how different groups of people have responded to the effects of the extreme natural event(s).

	
	91008
	Version 1
	Geography 1.2
	

	Title
	Demonstrate geographic understanding of population concepts

	Level
	1
	Credits
	4
	Assessment
	External


This achievement standard involves demonstrating geographic understanding of population concepts.

Achievement Criteria

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	· Demonstrate geographic understanding of population concepts.
	· Demonstrate in-depth geographic understanding of population concepts.
	· Demonstrate comprehensive geographic understanding of population concepts.


Explanatory Notes

1 This achievement standard is derived from the Level 6 Geography achievement objectives of The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning Media, Ministry of Education, 2007, and is related to material in the Teaching and Learning Guide for Geography, Ministry of Education, 2010 at http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz.

2 Demonstrate geographic understanding typically involves:

· describing population concepts in geography

· including supporting evidence.

Demonstrate in-depth geographic understanding typically involves:

· explaining population concepts in geography

· including detailed supporting evidence.

Demonstrate comprehensive geographic understanding typically involves:

· fully explaining population concepts using geographic terminology and concepts, and showing insight

· integrating detailed supporting evidence.

3 Geographic understanding in this achievement standard refers to an understanding of the spatial dimension of population concepts using evidence from different countries and/or regions.

Showing insight refers to showing perception, and linking causes with effects.

Population refers to the people who inhabit a particular country or region.

Integrating refers to relevant examples being woven throughout the evidence to support explanations.

4 Assessment will include a selection of the following population concepts:

· population distribution: how and why population is spread across the landscape

· population diversity: composition of the population including ethnicity, age, sex

· migration and mobility of a population including both external and internal migration trends

· population change over time including: population totals, age-sex structure, natural increase

· population sustainability: capacity of the environment to support a population in the longer term.

5 Assessment Specifications for this achievement standard can be accessed through the Geography Resources page found at www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/resources.

	
	91010
	Version 1
	Geography 1.4
	

	Title
	Apply concepts and basic geographic skills to demonstrate understanding of a given environment

	Level
	1
	Credits
	4
	Assessment
	External


This achievement standard involves applying concepts and basic geographic skills to demonstrate understanding of a given environment.

Achievement Criteria

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Apply concepts and basic geographic skills to demonstrate understanding of a given environment.
	Apply concepts and basic geographic skills to demonstrate in-depth understanding of a given environment.
	Apply concepts and basic geographic skills to demonstrate comprehensive understanding of a given environment.


Explanatory Notes

1 This achievement standard is derived from the Level 6 Geography achievement objectives of The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning Media, Ministry of Education, 2007, and is related to material in the Teaching and Learning Guide for Geography, Ministry of Education, 2010 at http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz.

2 Apply concepts and basic geographic skills to demonstrate understanding of a given environment typically involves:

· using basic skills and geographic conventions in the presentation and/or interpretation of information

· showing understanding of geography concepts.

Apply concepts and basic geographic skills to demonstrate in-depth understanding of a given environment typically involves:

· using basic skills and geographic conventions with precision in the presentation and/or interpretation of information

· showing an in-depth understanding of geography concepts.

Apply concepts and basic geographic skills to demonstrate comprehensive understanding of a given environment typically involves:

· using basic skills and geographic conventions showing consistent precision in the presentation and/or interpretation of information

· showing a full understanding of geography concepts using geographic terminology and showing insight.

3 Basic geographic skills refer to mapping, visual interpretation, graphing, statistical and valuing skills.

Geography concepts in this achievement standard refer to those outlined in the Teaching and Learning Guide for Geography.

Given environment refers to a specific New Zealand or overseas setting.

4 Assessment Specifications for this achievement standard can be accessed through the Geography Resources page found at www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/resources.

INTERNALS

	
	91009
	Version 1
	Geography 1.3
	

	Title
	Demonstrate geographic understanding of the sustainable use of an environment

	Level
	1
	Credits
	3
	Assessment
	Internal


This achievement standard involves demonstrating geographic understanding of the sustainable use of an environment.

Achievement Criteria

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate geographic understanding of the sustainable use of an environment.
	Demonstrate in-depth geographic understanding of the sustainable use of an environment.
	Demonstrate comprehensive geographic understanding of the sustainable use of an environment.


Explanatory Notes

1 This achievement standard is derived from the second Level 6 Geography achievement objective of The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning Media, Ministry of Education, 2007, and is related to material in the Teaching and Learning Guide for Geography, Ministry of Education, 2010 at http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz.

2 Demonstrate geographic understanding typically involves:

· describing how and why people use the selected environment

· describing the consequences of this use on people and environment

· describing the sustainability, or otherwise, of the selected environment with continued use.

Demonstrate in-depth geographic understanding typically involves:

· explaining the consequences of the use of the selected environment on people and environment

· explaining the sustainability, or otherwise, of the selected environment with continued use.

Demonstrate comprehensive geographic understanding typically involves using geographic terminology and concepts, and showing insight in:

· fully explaining the consequences of the use of the selected environment on people and environment

· fully explaining the sustainability, or otherwise, of the selected environment with continued use.

3 Geographic understanding refers to an understanding of the spatial dimension of the environment, and an understanding of how people interact with environments and the consequences of that interaction.

Environment refers to a part of the earth’s surface characterised by a specific use.

Use of an environment refers to using it for a purpose such as mining, farming, fishing, tourism, energy production, recreation, forestry, transportation.

Sustainable use refers to the extent to which this use can be maintained in the future to minimise environmental impacts.

	
	91011
	Version 1
	Geography 1.5
	

	Title
	Conduct geographic research, with direction

	Level
	1
	Credits
	4
	Assessment
	Internal


This achievement standard involves conducting geographic research, with direction.

Achievement Criteria

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	· Conduct geographic research, with direction.
	· Conduct in-depth geographic research, with direction.
	· Conduct comprehensive geographic research, with direction.


Explanatory Notes

1 This achievement standard is derived from the Level 6 Geography achievement objectives of The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning Media, Ministry of Education, 2007, and is related to material in the Teaching and Learning Guide for Geography, Ministry of Education, 2010 at http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz.

2 Conduct geographic research, with direction typically involves:

· identifying the aim(s) of the research

· collecting and recording data relevant to the research

· presenting the data relevant to the research using basic appropriate conventions

· describing findings and incorporating the relevance of a geographic concept

· providing a conclusion(s) that relates to the aim(s) of the research

· providing an evaluation of the research.

Conduct in-depth geographic research, with direction, typically involves:

· presenting the data in a variety of ways following basic appropriate conventions that show sound understanding of the context and the spatial nature of the research

· describing findings, in detail, and incorporating the relevance of a geographic concept

· providing a conclusion(s), in detail, that relates to the aim of the research

· providing a detailed evaluation of the research.

Conduct comprehensive geographic research, with direction, typically involves:

· presenting the data in a variety of ways, following all appropriate conventions, that show sound understanding of the context and the spatial nature of the research

· fully describing findings, incorporating the relevance of a geographic concept, using geographic terminology and showing insight

· providing an insightful evaluation of the research process that also discusses the validity of the research findings.

3 Geographic research in this achievement standard refers to fieldwork activity in a natural or cultural environment that has a spatial dimension, and/or the interaction of people with that environment.

With direction refers to candidates being given direction about the research process including the aim(s); collecting, recording, and presenting data.

4 Primary data must be collected from the field.  The collection of data may be done individually or in a group.

The collection of data must include a combination of the following methods: mapping, observing, measuring, précis sketching, photographing, surveying, using questionnaires, interviewing, accessing secondary sources.

5 Ways of presenting data must include a combination of: maps, graphs, tables, photographs, sketches and diagrams.

6 Evaluating the research involves describing the strength(s) and/or weakness(es) of the research process (covering the aim(s); collecting, recording, and presenting data; and conclusions).

	
	91012
	Version 1
	Geography 1.6
	

	Title
	Describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue

	Level
	1
	Credits
	3
	Assessment
	Internal


This achievement standard involves describing aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.

Achievement Criteria

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	· Describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.
	· Describe, in depth, aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.
	· Comprehensively describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.


Explanatory Notes

1 This achievement standard is derived from the Level 6 Geography achievement objectives of The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning Media, Ministry of Education, 2007, and is related to material in the Teaching and Learning Guide for Geography, Ministry of Education, 2010 at http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz.

2 Describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue typically involves:

· describing the nature of the contemporary geographic issue

· describing the different viewpoints and/or opinions individuals (or groups) hold in relation to the issue

· describing the strength(s) and weakness(es) of possible courses of action

· recommending a course of action with a reason.

Describe, in depth, aspects of a contemporary geographic issue typically involves:

· describing, in detail the different viewpoints and/or opinions individuals (or groups) hold in relation to the issue, using specific information

· assessing the strength(s) and weakness(es) of each course of action

· supporting a recommended course of action with detailed reasons.

Comprehensively describe aspects of a contemporary geographic issue typically involves:

· fully describing the different viewpoints and/or opinion individuals (or groups) hold in relation to the issue, using specific information and geography terminology and concepts, and showing insight and incorporating stakeholder beliefs, values and/or perspectives

· fully supporting a recommended course of action with detailed reasons, demonstrating why the chosen course of action is better than the other courses of action.

3 Aspects refer to the nature of the contemporary geographic issue, viewpoints that relate to the issue and different course of action that can be taken to address or resolve the issue.

Contemporary means now or in the near future.

Geographic issue refers to a context that involves a concern, problem, debate or controversy related to a natural or cultural environment, which also includes a spatial dimension.  The issue must be a local, regional or national issue within New Zealand.

Specific information refers to that from individuals (or groups) and quotes from a variety of sources.

Showing insight refers to showing perception and linking causes with effects.

	
	91013
	Version 1
	Geography 1.7
	

	Title
	Describe aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale

	Level
	1
	Credits
	3
	Assessment
	Internal


This achievement standard involves describing aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale.

Achievement Criteria

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	· Describe aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale.
	· Describe, in depth, aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale. 
	· Comprehensively describe aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale. 


Explanatory Notes

1 This achievement standard is derived from the Level 6 Geography achievement objectives of The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning Media, Ministry of Education, 2007, and is related to material in the Teaching and Learning Guide for Geography, Ministry of Education, 2010 at http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz.

2 Describe aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale typically involves describing the:

· pattern

· factors and/or processes that caused or contributed to the pattern

· significance of the topic to people’s lives.

Describe, in depth, aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale typically involves describing, in detail, the:

· pattern 

· factors and/or processes that caused or contributed to the pattern

· significance of the topic to people’s lives.

Comprehensively describe aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale incorporates geographic terminology and concepts, showing insight, and typically involves fully describing the:

· pattern

· factors and/or processes that caused or contributed to the pattern

· significance of the topic to people’s lives.

3 Aspects in this achievement standard refer to the pattern produced, the causes of the pattern, and the significance (impacts) of the topic to people’s lives.

Global refers to regions or nations across different continents or hemispheres and must be applied to each of the aspects.

Pattern refers to a definite spatial dimension.

Geographic topic in this achievement standard refers to any theme on a global scale that has a spatial dimension and is related to the natural and/or cultural environment.

Showing insight refers to showing perception and linking causes with effects.

Skills Checklist

Throughout the year check and make sure that you know how to do all the skills listed below. Then tick them off!

1. Locating Items on a précis map correctly:

· Spot locations – locate small features such as a trig station with a small cross.

· Area locations – locate large areas with a shaded block.

· State distance and/or size using key.

· Locate places using twelve figure grid references correctly.

· Can distinguish between cultural and natural features.

2. Working out distances/direction from maps:

· Locate two places and work out the differences between them using a scale.

· Work out the direction from one place to another on a map.

· Can work out the scale of a map.

3. Drawing précis sketches using photographs and/or maps as a source of data:

· Spot locations, using accuracy of placement.

· Area locations, using size accuracy.

4. Using maps and photographs to work out changes/relationships:

· Finding changes in land patterns or land use over time.

· Finding relationships between two features e.g. relief and transport.

· Able to recognize patterns on maps and describe them.

· Able to work out the shape of the land from contours.

5. Noting the different features of maps and photographs:

· Advantages of photos over maps.

· Different types of photos/maps e.g. colour, age.

6. Cross-section skills:

· Drawing a cross-section accurately

· Locating features on a cross-section

7. Graphing skills:

· Recognise bar, age/sex pyramid, column, pie, scatter, histogram, and climate as graphs.

· Knows why each type of graph is used.

8. Reading information from graphs:

· Is able to read information from graphs accurately.

· Is able to describe trends from graphs.

· Is able to predict future possible patterns/trends from graphs.

· Is able to state generalizations.

9. Construction of graphs – can construct each of the following quickly and accurately

· Bar graph

· Pie graph

· Column graph

· Histogram

· Scatter graph

· Simple age/sex pyramid

10. Tables and Statistics

· Is able to read information from tables.

· Is able to calculate information from tables.

· Is able to use information from tables to write generalizations.

· Is able to use information from tables and draw graphs.

11. Valuing Skills – Understanding Viewpoints

· Is able to use push/pull models to describe patterns.

· Is able to describe the main point of a cartoon.

· Is able to use and describe a systems diagram.

Don’t worry you will have help and we won’t be learning all of this at once!!!

Assessment Dates

Internal Assessments

	Achievement Standard
	Topic
	Date

	1.3
	Demonstrate geographic understanding of the sustainable use of an environment
	1st Attempt

TBD

2nd Attempt

TBD
	Mid Term 2

End of term 3

	1.5
	Conduct geographic research, with direction
	Cemetery project or Back to School Project
	End of term 2

	1.6
	Describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue
	1st Attempt 

TBD
	Early term 2

	
	
	2nd Attempt 

TBD
	End of term 3

	1.7
	Describe aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale
	1st Attempt 

TBD
	Start of term 2

	
	
	2nd Attempt 

TBD
	Late term 3


External Assessments

	Achievement Standard
	Topic
	Fieldtrips

	1.1
	Demonstrate geographic understanding of environments that have been shaped by extreme natural event(s)
	Your choice - 

New Zealand and Haiti/SW Pacific and USA-Carribean
	Christchurch ???

	1.2
	Demonstrate geographic understanding of population concepts
	New Zealand/Monsoon Asia – helps with Research
	

	1.4
	Apply concepts and basic geographic skills to demonstrate understanding of a given environment
	
	Out and about


Assessment Policy

The Social Science Department will operate the following policies:

ATTENDANCE (Use the form available at the school office)
You are expected to attend class on a regular basis as set out in the school policy on attendance. Absences must be justified and any absence from an assessment must be communicated before the time of the assessment.

AUTHENTICITY:

Assessment work completed must be your own work. You and your caregivers may be expected to sign authenticity declarations and, where appropriate, submit working drafts. Where evidence indicates work presented is not your own the school policy will be followed. 

APPEALS: (Use the form available at the school office)

Appeals of grades awarded are to be made within 2 school days of the return of assessed work. Where a grade is appealed, school policy will be followed.

LATE WORK: (Use the form available at the school office)

DUE DATE means just that! Late work will not be accepted for assessment unless exceptional circumstances exist and an extension has been granted by the Head of Department and Senior Dean.

REASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:

School policy states that further assessment opportunities will be available to students where it is feasible and/or practicable to offer further assessment opportunities. Reassessment opportunities are NOT automatic. You will be advised with each module if there are reassessment opportunities for that module.

READER/WRITERS:

If you meet the criteria for having a reader writer in tests and exams you may organise these for internal module tests. The responsibility for this rests with you and this should be organised with the Guidance Counsellor. Assessment dates will be advised in advance to you.

VERIFYING GRADES:

You will be required to verify the grades that you have been awarded by signing the result slip/test paper. Insure you study these marks carefully before signing.

INJURY/ILLNESS:

Some of the modules require demonstration of practical performance for assessment purposes. It is not possible to award estimate marks unless there is sufficient evidence available related to the same skill/content.

RETENTION OF STUDENT WORK:

Your internal assessment material will be retained by the department until it is no longer required for moderation purposes.

STUDENT OBLIGATIONS:

· Ensure you understand the assessment programme and policy.

· Check thoroughly the accuracy of the assessment by teachers when work is returned.

· Ensure you understand the requirements of each assessment being completed.

· Discuss problems/concerns with the teacher/HOD.

In this booklet:





What is geography?


How you will be assessed?


How to get the most out of this subject? 










          Mr Thompson


